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Paul Adamus is a free-lance consultant working primarily for government agencies.  His specialty is helping local and state agencies develop rapid assessment methods using best available science.  For 30 years he has designed and directed regional assessments of wetland functions and condition in Oregon, Washington, California, Alaska, Colorado, and Maine.  He also is part of the research faculty at Oregon State University, where he supervises graduate students in ecological and geomorphic studies of wetlands.  
Cary Aloia is a Wetland Monitoring and Evaluation Project Biologist for the Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory.  As Project Biologist her duties include site assessments and intensive monitoring of wetland and riparian projects that are part of the Colorado Division of Wildlife Wetlands Program.  Additionally she helps with coordination of outreach efforts, data analysis, reporting, and funding. Her previous experience includes field work in wetland and riparian systems throughout the Midwest and Intermountain West as well as noxious weed management.  Formerly, she worked for the Gaylord Memorial Laboratory as a technical specialist and has been involved in organizing wetland workshops for state and federal agencies.  Cary holds a B.S. in Wildlife Biology from Michigan State University and a M.S. in Wetland Ecology from the University of Missouri-Columbia.

Randy Apfelbeck has worked as a water quality specialist for the Montana Department of Environmental Quality for the past fifteen years and has been developing and implementing protocols for assessing the condition of Montana’s streams and wetlands since 1993.  Past accomplishments include the refinement of Montana’s stream reach assessment form, development of Montana’s water quality monitoring and assessment protocols for identifying impaired waters, and the development of wetland bioassessment protocols.  More recently he has been working towards the development of a water quality monitoring strategy that includes the use of rapid assessments to conduct evaluations that support the assessment of wetland conditions on a watershed scale.    Randy has a M.S. degree in Environmental Science from the Oklahoma State University - Forestry Department and a B.S. degree in Water Resource Management from the College of Natural Resources, University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point.

Josephine R. Axt heads up Northern Ecological Associates’ (NEA) Santa Fe, New Mexico office and manages a diverse array of wetland restoration projects.  Her responsibilities include leading interdisciplinary technical teams, managing pre-restoration data collection and analysis, directing the restoration design process, and coordinating public outreach.  She has more than six years of professional experience in restoration ecology and environmental compliance.  Before starting with NEA, Dr. Axt worked with the New York District U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, where she was a section chief in the Environmental Analysis Branch.  Dr. Axt received her Ph.D. in Environmental Science and Public Policy from George Mason University in Fairfax, VA.  Her research focused on the biogeochemical cycling of phosphorus in non-tidal palustrine forested wetlands and its relationship to non-point source pollution and eutrophication.  She received a National Science Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship to continue her research at the National Environmental Research Institute in Denmark.

Jeannette Baker has worked for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Branch (Corps) for 10 years and has worked in the environmental field for 14 years.  She has for the Corps in California and New England.  Ms. Baker received a Bachelor of Science in Biology from the University of California at San Diego in 1992.

Alison Banks Cariveau has been conducting avian research for ten years, working primarily with songbirds in a variety of habitats including deserts, forests, and wetlands throughout the west.  Alison received a Master of Science in Wildlife Biology from the University of Montana where she studied host interactions with Brown-headed Cowbirds.  She has been working at Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory for five years, where she directs the Research Division.  She also serves as the Wetlands Program Coordinator for RMBO, overseeing projects such as the Wetlands Monitoring and Evaluation Project and the Playa Survey Project.

Chris Berens, Landowner Incentive Program, Wildlife Biologist for the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks (KDWP) and serves as Chapter Coordinator for three Chapters of the Kansas Alliance for Wetland and Streams(KAWS).  Chris is one of three biologist working under the Landowner Incentive Program which started in Kansas, in October of 2004 through a partnership between KDWP and KAWS.  Chris covers the northwest and north central region of Kansas working with landowners on protecting wetlands, particularly playa lakes, as well as streams. Chris graduated with a B.S. in Biology from Fort Hays State University.  Chris’ interest include hunting, fishing, and many other outdoor activities.

Christy Carello received her Bachelor’s degree in biology from the University of California at Santa Cruz in 1991 and her Master’s and Doctorate degree from the University of Colorado at Boulder in 1995 and 1999.  She was on the faculty at the University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire from 1999-2003 and is currently on the Biology faculty at the Metropolitan State College of Denver.  She is also a consultant for the Town of Breckenridge conducting conservation monitoring.  Her research interests include general ecology, conservation biology and animal physiology and behavior. 
Rodney A. Chimner is currently a Visiting Assistant Professor of Wetland Ecology at Michigan Technological University, and Affiliate Scientist with NREL at Colorado State University.  Rod received his M.S. at Michigan State University and his Ph.D. at Colorado State University.  Afterwards he did his post-doctoral work as a Wetland Ecologist with the Institute of Pacific Islands Forestry, Forested Wetlands Division, U.S.D.A. Forest Service.  Dr. Chimner is also currently the president of the Rocky Mountain Chapter of the Society of Wetland Scientists.  His research focuses in two main integrated areas of wetland ecosystem science and ecohydrology.  Rod is currently engaged in developing methodology for assessing wetland conditions using the hydrologic and carbon cycle in wetlands in the Rocky, Sierra Nevada and Andes mountains.  He is also developing basic knowledge of how carbon accumulates and cycles in wetlands and using that knowledge to: 1) understand how they will be affected by climate change and other environmental perturbations, and 2) how to manage, conserve and restore them.  

Tim Christian serves as the state coordinator of the Kansas Alliance for Wetlands and Streams (KAWS). Christian began the contract coordinator position in August 1999, coming from the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation where he served as field director for South Dakota for two years.  Previously, he worked for the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service for 25 years in three states (most in Kansas) and a variety of positions retiring through an early-out offering as state public affairs specialist for Kansas – a position he held for 11 years.  He is a graduate of Kansas State University with a B.S. in Wildlife Biology. Christian is a KAWS partner for life, life member of the Elk Foundation and Pheasants Forever; and member of numerous other wildlife and conservation organizations.  He is married with three grown children - two married and one in college, and four grandchildren.

Jeanne Christie is the Executive Director of the Association of State Wetland Managers.  From 1995 to 1999 she was a Resource Conservationist with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, Wetlands and Watersheds Division.  She has also worked with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Wetlands Division and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. She has a B.A. in Political Science and a B.S. in Environmental Science, both from the University of Maine at Presque Isle.

Jae Chung has been a regulatory project manager for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles District, for seven years.  His primary responsibility is the development and implementation of Special Area Management Plans.  He received his bachelors in biology at Cornell University in 1992 and is working towards his doctorate in environmental science and engineering at University of California at Los Angeles.  
Paula Daukas is an Environmental Consultant with URS Corporation in Denver, CO, with over 23 years of professional experience in NEPA environmental impact analysis and permitting.  Her areas of expertise are in wetlands and Section 404 permitting.  Paula has also been the Treasurer for the Rocky Mountain Chapter of the Society of Wetland Scientists for the past 10 years.  Paula is currently the Project Manager for two major water supply projects along the Front Range of Colorado to prepare third-party environmental impact statements (EISs) for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  One project is the Moffat Collection System Project proposed by Denver Water and the other project is the proposed expansion of the Rueter-Hess Reservoir, owned by Parker Water & Sanitation District.  

Janet Ellis is Executive Director of Montana Audubon, the umbrella organization for Montana's ten chapters of the National Audubon Society.  She has been on staff with Montana Audubon since 1989.  She brings with her a strong commitment to a grassroots program that emphasizes education and advocacy.  Her work on issues impacting wetlands and riparian areas began in 1992. Working with Audubon members and non-members alike, she has assisted local citizens who are concerned about the protection and restoration of these areas by providing technical information about wetland laws, assistance with researching and writing comments on 404 permits, and organizing citizens for public hearings or other local events.  She has be the principal author on 3 wetlands-related publications, Learning to Go With the Flow: Streams and Bank Stabilization (Spring 2002), A Planning Guide for Protecting Montana’s Wetlands and Riparian Areas (June 2003) and Impacts of 404 Permits on Wetlands and Waterways in Montana and Recommendations for Program Improvement (August 2005). Janet has received several awards for her work, including the Conservationist of the Year Award from the Montana Environmental Information Center, Montana Audubon, and Montana Wildlife Federation, and special achievement awards from the Montana Dept. of Fish Wildlife & Parks, and Yellowstone and Zion National Parks.  Janet has a degree in biology from the University of Montana.  

T. Robert Fetter is an environmental economist at Science Applications International Corporation (SAIC) in Lakewood, Colorado.  He has experience in cost analysis of best management practices (BMPs) to control water pollution from nonpoint sources (e.g., agricultural operations), evaluating economic and social consequences of spending on water pollution control, and traditional and innovative mechanisms for funding nutrient pollution controls.  He also has experience analyzing social and economic consequences of Federal actions to fulfill National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements, and in estimating costs associated with national drinking water regulations.

Thomas Lowe Fleischner has been Professor of Environmental Studies at Prescott College, in Prescott, Arizona, for 17 years.  A passionate naturalist, he has worked and thought deeply about the connections between humans and the natural world.  Besides teaching ecology and conservation biology, he has developed a variety of interdisciplinary courses that link natural sciences with creative writing, literature, psychology, philosophy, and public policy.  He has written extensively, including two books and numerous articles in a variety of professional journals.  Additionally, he has conducted research independently and for the National Park Service, on topics ranging from arid lands plant communities to Mexican bird populations to marine mammals.  He served on the Board of Governors of the Society for Conservation Biology, an international scientific society, and until recently was President of its Colorado Plateau Chapter.  He was the co-founder of the North Cascades Institute in Washington State.
Karen Filipovich is the Director of the Montana Watercourse, based at Montana State University in Bozeman.  Her interests are in water resource policy and science, water education, energy policy, climate policy, and community decision-making.  She also has a background in GIS analysis and botany.  Previously, she worked at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard and for the Montana Conservation Corps.  She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Biology and Political Science from Willamette University and a Master’s in Public Policy from Harvard University.

Michael Freehling attended the University of Texas at Austin (Zoology) and the University of New Mexico (Biology) for undergraduate and graduate degrees, respectively.  I have been employed as a wildlife biologist for the US Fish & Wildlife Service in Albuquerque and a research assistant at Tall Timbers Research Station in north Florida.  Until 1997, I was a research associate in the Biology Department, Colorado State University.  My interest in wetland management and monitoring began in 1996 with the New Mexico Natural Heritage Program.  I conducted shorebird and aquatic invertebrate surveys at Holloman AFB in southern New Mexico and participated in surveys of aquatic insects in other areas of the state.  I served as President of the Rocky Mountain Chapter of SWS in 2001-2002.  Currently working as a private consultant, I am involved in studies of non-native riparian trees and surveys of aquatic insects.  

Bill Goosmann moved to Colorado in 1979 and spent four years avoiding responsibility in Steamboat Springs. Thereafter he did twelve years hard time as a research analyst for the Colorado state legislature. Having paid his debt to society, he returned to further his over-education, accumulating a B.S. in Biology and an M.S. in riparian wetland ecology. Since then he has administered the wetland program for Colorado Department of Transportation and, as of December 2003, run the wetland program at the Colorado Division of Wildlife.

Lacrecia Haynie received a BS in Wildlife Conservation from Southeastern Oklahoma State University.  In 2002, she earned her MS in Biology from Fort Hays State University in Hays, Kansas.  Lacrecia has a strong background in avian and wetland research and public education, fostered by her work with Oklahoma State Parks and Recreation and the Colorado Division of Wildlife.  She has conducted critical species surveys for the United States Forest Service and Southeastern Oklahoma State University.  Lacrecia has published in journals such as The Southwestern Naturalist and The Journal of Mammalogy.  Currently she is conducting wetland research for Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory as the Playa Project Leader. 

Gregory J. Hobbs, Jr. is a Justice of the Colorado Supreme Court.  He serves as a Co-Convener of the Western Water Judges Educational Project, Dividing the Waters, and is Vice-President of the Colorado Foundation for Water Education.  A member of the Colorado Authors League, his books include Colorado Mother of Rivers, Water Poems by Justice Greg Hobbs published in 2005 by the Colorado Foundation for Water Education and In Praise of Fair Colorado, the Practice of Poetry, History and Judging published in 2004 by Bradford Publishing Company.

Justice Hobbs practiced water, environmental, land use, and transportation law prior to becoming a Justice on May 1, 1996.

He is a graduate of Boalt Hall, University of California, Berkeley, J.D. 1971 and the University of Notre Dame, A.B., History, 1966.  He taught sixth grade in New York City and served in the Peace Corps before law school.  He was law clerk to Judge William E. Doyle of the United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit, an enforcement attorney for the Environmental Protection Agency, a First Assistant Attorney General for the State of Colorado, and a partner with the law firms of Davis, Graham & Stubbs and Hobbs, Trout & Raley. 

He served as Vice-Chairman of the Colorado Air Quality Commission form 1982 to 1987 and, at various times, as a member of the Colorado Governor’s Metropolitan Water Roundtable, Transportation Roundtable, and Wilderness Air Quality Values Task Force.

Heidi Morrill Hoven is a plant biologist with expertise in estuarine and wetlands ecology as well as plant ecotoxicology. Her diverse background in wetland systems ranges from tidal salt and freshwater marshes, and submerged aquatic vegetation of estuarine systems of the northeastern U.S., to riparian wetlands, riverine and lacustrine marshes, wet meadows and playas of the west. She has focused her work in recent years on wetlands habitat and functional assessments incorporating methodology from HIS, HGM and other functional assessment models and developing tools for land use planning and habitat protection. She has a strong understanding of ecological plant physiology of halophytic and aquatic vegetation, and participates regularly on wetland restoration and conservation planning projects. She also works with watershed management and planning issues that have the common goal of maintaining sustainable natural resources within watersheds.

Brad Johnson first became interested in wetlands while hunting and fishing with his father in the Midwest.  Upon being ousted from his parents house, he attended the University of Wisconsin - Madison where he received his B.S. in botany.  Brad then fled the flatlands and came out to CSU to attend graduate school.  His protracted graduate career culminated in his receiving a M.S. and a Ph.D. from CSU in botany with an emphasis on wetlands ecology.  Brad has been studying fens and other wetlands since 1990, focusing primarily on investigating the environmental functions they perform and developing ways to restore functioning to impaired systems.  His current research includes evaluation of wetland functioning on a landscape-wide basis.  Brad is a Research Scientist in the Department of Biology at CSU and president/senior ecologist of Johnson Environmental Consulting.     
Nancy S. Keate, Utah Div of Wildlife Resources, Wetland Program Mgr.

PhD University of UT, Geomorphology.  Conducted field research on Utah wetlands for over 11 years. Analyzed resulting data to create wetlands subclasses and developed profiles of each subclass. Now provide technical assistance to wetland professionals and technical advise on the development of SAMPs, large highway projects, etc.

Eloise Kendy earned her BA in Geological Sciences from the University of California at Santa Barbara (1983) and her MS in Geology and Geophysics, focusing on hydrogeology, at the University of Wisconsin, Madison (1986).  First with a private consulting firm (1986-88), then with the U.S. Geological Survey (1990-99), both in Helena, she addressed a wide variety of hydrogeologic issues, ranging from water supply to water-quality remediation and protection.  In 1999, she dropped out of work to return to school.  Her Ph.D. dissertation at Cornell University examined the link between agricultural, economic, and environmental policies and ground-water depletion in the North China Plain.  After completing her degree in 2002, she returned to Helena and launched Kendy Hydrologic Consulting, providing integrated water-resource assessment, hydrologic modeling, and legal and policy support for sound water management.  Last year, as the American Geological Institute’s 2003-2004 Congressional Science Fellow in Washington, DC, she was honored to serve as Senator Harry Reid’s science and natural resources advisor. An avid traveler, Eloise has visited almost every state and more than 40 countries, including a 5-month hitchhiking sojourn across China in 1989.  During the 1990s, she taught ground-water modeling to an initially bewildered staff of Arab, male hydrologists in the United Arab Emirates and, later, to Abu Dhabi’s first woman geologist.  

Kathleen Kutschenreuter is an environmental scientist with the U.S. EPA Head- quarters in Washington D.C.  She has 12 years of domestic and international experience in the areas of environmental research, policy, program development, capacity building, outreach, education and the management of natural resources.  Since joining EPA in 1997, Kathleen has worked within the Office of Sustainable Ecosystems and Communities and the Office of Wetlands, Oceans and Watersheds to advance local, state, tribal, national and international level efforts.  She holds degrees both in Zoology (Aquatic Ecology) and Natural Resource Management (Environmental Science/Ethics) from her home state's The Ohio State University and is currently a charter class candidate of the Duke Environmental Leadership Master of Environmental Management degree program. Kathleen served in the U.S. Peace Corps in Central America. She is a certified open water diver and an accomplished photographer.

Ted LaGrange, an Iowa native, moved to Nebraska in 1993 to work as the Wetland Program Manager for the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.  As Wetland Program Manager I work on a wide variety of wetland issues throughout the state including private land restoration programs, public lands management, resource advocacy and outreach.  Prior to moving to Nebraska, I worked for 8 years as a Waterfowl Research Technician for the Iowa Department of Natural Resources in Clear Lake.  Stationed in northern Iowa, I worked with the prairie pothole restoration program, especially evaluation of plant and waterfowl response to wetland restoration.    I received B.S. and M.S. degrees in wildlife biology from Iowa State University.  During my college years I spent summers working on refuges in Oregon and New York for the US Fish and Wildlife Service, working on a muskrat ecology study on the Upper Mississippi River, and working on the Marsh Ecology Research Project for Delta Waterfowl and Wetlands Research Station in Manitoba.  My professional interests are in prairie wetlands and waterfowl/waterbird ecology.

Jennifer McCurdy is an environmental planner with experience in environmental and water resources planning.  Areas of specialization include preparation of Environmental Impact Statements, wetland and endangered species compliance, water resources planning, ground water hydrology and environmental education.  

Maryann McGraw is the Wetlands Program Coordinator and an Environmental Specialist with the New Mexico Environment Department Surface Water Quality Bureau. Maryann manages CWA Section 319(h) non-point source pollution projects and CWA Section 104(b)(3) wetlands projects funded by the Environmental Protection Agency. She works with watershed groups in New Mexico and is presently involved in the Costilla, Conejo, Upper Rio Grande, and Upper Rio Hondo watersheds, and in wetlands projects at Stewart Meadows, Santa Fe Botanical Gardens, and in Galisteo Creek, Rio Grande and Cedro Creek watersheds. She has previously taught landscape restoration classes at Santa Fe Community College. Maryann holds Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees in Geology from the University of Texas at Austin, Texas.

Mike Merigliano is a plant ecologist that is especially interested in how plants respond to disturbance and their environment. He is with the University of Montana College of Forestry and Conservation, and has conducted research throughout the west. His education includes a Bachelors of Science Degree in Forest Resources from the University of Idaho and PhD from the University of Montana. His work experience also includes forestry with the Idaho Department of Lands and the US Forest Service, and among a myriad array of jobs, was also a professional ski instructor.

David Merritt is a riparian plant ecologist with the National Watershed, Fish and Wildlife Program of the US Forest Service and is a scientist in the Natural Resource Ecology Laboratory at Colorado State University, Fort Collins, CO.  Since receiving his Ph.D. in 1999, David has conducted experimental research on rivers throughout western North America and in northern Europe.  The main focus of his work is to understand the role of river flow regime in structuring plant communities and maintaining diversity in riparian areas, to characterize the influences of dams and diversions on riparian vegetation, and to understand the mechanisms associated with the invasion of riparian areas by non-native plant species.  David’s work is published internationally in such journals as Ecology, Ecological Applications, Geomorphology, Water Resources Research, River Research and Applications and others.  In his current position, David serves as a liaison between research and the National Forest managers on water resource related issues.

Paul Michel is an environmental program manager in EPA’s Water Division- Region 9, San Francisco.  He currently serves as Manager of the Southwest/Border Office, which primarily focuses on U.S.- Mexico border environmental management and cooperation in California- Baja, and Arizona-Sonora.  This office manages the water border infrastructure program, a bi-national effort implementing water and wastewater projects, as well as the Border 2012 Program focused on bi-national efforts to reduce pollution and promote environmental stewardship across the entire US-Mexico border.  In addition, this office has responsibility for wetlands planning for the Pacific Southwest region (CA, HI, AZ, NV, Pacific Islands, Tribes) and 2 National Estuary Programs - Morro Bay and Santa Monica Bay. Mr. Michel currently represents EPA on several interagency collaborations: 1) as Co-Chair of the Southwest Team of Coastal America (California) - a federal agency partnership focused on coastal wetlands restoration; 2) as an alternate on the Good Neighbor Environment Board - a FACA reporting to the President and Congress on border environmental issues; and 3) on the Southwest Strategy - a state and federal agency partnership focused on water, border, and ecosystem health (including fire management) issues in Arizona and New Mexico. Mr. Michel has over 17 years environmental planning and policy experience with local, state, tribal, and federal government. He received a B.S. in Political Science from the University of Tennessee, and a Masters degree in Public Administration from Georgia State University.

Anna Noson received a BA in Biology from Colorado College in 1997, and an MS in Wildlife Science from Oregon State University in 2001.  For the last 7 years, she has worked on avian research projects throughout the western U.S.  She currently coordinates wetland bird monitoring projects for the Avian Science Center at the University of Montana in Missoula.

Duncan Patten is Research Professor with the Department of Land Resources and Environmental Sciences and affiliate faculty with the Big Sky Institute at Montana State University. He is also Professor Emeritus of Plant Biology and past director of the Center for Environmental Studies at Arizona State University. Dr. Patten received the A.B. degree from Amherst College, M.S. from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, and Ph.D. from Duke University. His research interests include arid and mountain ecosystems, especially the understanding of ecological processes and restoration of western riparian and wetland ecosystems. It also involves studies of ecosystem indicators of watershed condition including remote sensing of indicators, biocomplexity of natural and human system interactions in western rangelands, and conceptual modeling of national park ecosystems. He was Senior Scientist of the Bureau of Reclamation’s Glen Canyon Environmental Studies, overseeing the research program evaluating effects of operations of Glen Canyon Dam on the Colorado River riverine ecosystem. He has published extensively on riparian, desert and mountain ecosystem processes and was plant-process coordinator of the IBP Desert Biome program.  Dr. Patten was founding president of the Arizona Riparian Council, president of the Society of Wetland Scientists, and Business Manager of the Ecological Society of America. He is a Fellow of the AAAS, has been a member of several NAS/NRC committees, boards and commissions. He is working with the Heinz Center on a project on the “State of the Nation’s Ecosystems” and has served on two science boards guiding restoration and science for the CALFED river/water/levee programs in California.

Gene Reetz is the Wetlands Team Leader in EPA Region 8.  He has been involved many wetlands and water resources matters for over 20 years, ranging from specific projects (including EPA's "veto" of the Two Forks Dam) to representing EPA on broader policy studies (such as the Congressionally mandated Western Water Policy Review Advisory Commission). His previous positions range from being on the faculty at Cornell University to working as a custodian in a sugar factory.  Gene has a Ph.D. in Natural Resource Conservation from Cornell University, a M.S. in Hydrology from the University of Arizona, and a B.S. in Physical Science from Colorado State University.

Joe Rocchio is a wetland ecologist with the Colorado Natural Heritage Program (CNHP).  Mr. Rocchio’s work at CNHP includes survey and ecological assessment of biologically significant wetlands throughout Colorado since 1999.  Currently, he is developing three ecological integrity assessment tools for Southern Rocky Mountain wetlands: (1) Vegetation Index of Biotic Integrity; (2) Floristic Quality Assessment; and (3) Ecological Integrity Scorecards. Mr. Rocchio’s prior experience comes from environmental consulting where he worked on wetland regulatory issues such as delineation, permitting, mitigation, and monitoring.  Mr. Rocchio received a B.S. in Public and Environmental Affairs from Indiana University (1993) and a M.S. in Ecosystem Analysis from the University of Washington (1998).  His thesis research focused on the success of using donor soils for establishing vegetation in wetland restoration projects.

John Sanderson began working in wetlands while completing his MS degree in the Field Naturalist Program at the University of Vermont.  After finishing the degree, he spent several years working on wetland conservation issues for the Colorado Natural Heritage Program.  John is currently completing a Ph.D. in ecology at Colorado State University, and he recently accepted a position with The Nature Conservancy of Colorado.  His interests include hydrology, evapotranspiration, plant ecology, and restoration, and the application of these topics to conservation.

Lynda Saul is the Wetlands Program Manager for the State of Montana.  She has had extensive experience with all water resources, including a stint at the Montana Department of Natural Resources and review of FERC licenses.  Her formal training is in hydrology and she went to school at Tulane University and University of Montana.

Denine Schmitz is a riparian ecologist and adjunct instructor at Montana State University (MSU).  Her research focus is the interdependence of physical and biological components in floodplain ecosystems.  With an M.S. in Land Resources and Environmental Sciences from MSU, Schmitz is actively pursuing collaborative projects with a regional importance.  Current projects include monitoring protocol development of springs in Big Horn Canyon NRA (Montana and Wyoming), an exploration of long-term ecological effects of dam removal, and a review of the effects of invasive plants on watershed hydrology and riparian ecology.  Schmitz is currently teaching an introductory course in GPS applications.  Prior to her tenure at MSU, Schmitz obtained a B.S. in Animal Physiology from UC Davis, taught high school in Colorado, and chaired a local nature association in the Arkansas River valley.  An amazing spouse and two crazy border collies add balance and color to an active professional life.

Dwight K. Shellman, Jr. is the Immediate Past Chair of the US National Ramsar Committee, the national committee that supports U.S. participation in the so-called Ramsar Convention --The Convention on Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar, 1971). Since 1993 Shellman has been the President and General Counsel of Caddo Lake Institute. The PRIVATE 
Caddo Lake wetland ecosystem is located on the border between NE Texas and NW Louisiana. The Institute has actively used the Ramsar Convention, and its world-class technical guidance, as unifying themes for community-based local and international programs for the conservation and wise use of wetlands. 

Local community-based accomplishments at Caddo Lake include: Ramsar designation of Caddo Lake (1993) and 1st Enlargement (1996); sponsoring the creation of the Caddo Lake National Wildlife Refuge (2000), the 2001 creation of the Caddo Lake Ramsar Wetland Clearinghouse, a site-level Ramsar committee; ongoing planning for the Caddo Lake Regional Ramsar Wetland Science and Visitors Center, local water quality monitoring networks and invasive species control collaborations with state agencies. Shellman has convened several regional workshops to explore local Ramsar applications, as well as numerous wetland ecosystem science workshops and conferences. The Institute’s most ambitious wetland science initiative is the “Caddo Lake Watershed Collaborative”. This project implements Ramsar watershed guidance using protocols and the expertise of The Nature Conservancy’s Fresh Waters Initiative. This watershed collaborative is a multi-agency, multi-NGO/stakeholder effort that is designed to develop and adaptively manage scientifically-based environmental water flow patterns that mimic natural patterns and species needs, in harmony with sustainable human uses and water allocation needs. 

Professionally, Mr. Shellman is an environmental and civil trial attorney with B.S.L and Juris Doctor degrees from the University of Denver College of Law. 

Public affairs experience, as both an elected and appointed local government official, included adoption and administration of conservation-based County Master plans and land development regulations, creation and management of a county bus system and its airport special counsel. Shellman is currently a member of the North East Texas Council of Governments Air Care Technical Advisory Committee, as well as the Science Advisory Committee to the Texas Legislative Study Commission on Environmental Flows.  

Private-sector pro bono activities include many community and neighborhood level environmental protection initiatives in Colorado and Texas.

Susan K. Skagen Education: Undergraduate work, University of Wisconsin, Zoology; Master of Science degree, Western Washington University, Biology; PhD, University of Wisconsin, Zoology and Wildlife Ecology; post-doctoral work at the University of Washington, Seattle; Current position: Research Wildlife Biologist, U.S. Geological Survey, Fort Collins Science Center, Fort Collins, CO

Throughout her career, Dr. Skagen has focused on avian communities of riparian, wetland, and grassland habitats, spanning the broad topics of reproductive ecology, migration stopover ecology, biogeography, and population estimation. She currently conducts collaborative research on the migration and stopover ecology of western birds, including shorebirds crossing the interior of North America and en route neotropical landbirds crossing the arid southwest.

Richard B. Smith B.S. Biology, Oklahoma State University (1978) and M.S. Environmental Science, University of Tulsa (1984) Richard worked with Williams Brothers Engineering Company (1978-82) in water quality programs.  He was employed by the US Army Corps of Engineers (1982-83) where he performed lake studies while finishing his Master’s degree.  Richard worked from 1983-86 as an environmental lab supervisor with the Tulsa City-County Health Department.  He became Assistant City Manager and Public Works Director for the City of Bixby, Oklahoma from 1986-89.  Following this, Richard moved to INCOG where he has been employed since 1989 performing various water quality studies relating to wastewater, nutrients, metals, bacteria, dissolved oxygen and biological and habitat assessments.  Richard has also spent the past 12 years as an Adjunct Instructor in Chemistry with Tulsa Community College.  He is a 9-year Board member of the Oklahoma Clean Lakes and Watersheds Association.

Russell F. Smith has twelve years experience in the environmental consulting profession and is the co-owner of ADC Services, Inc. He received his education from the University of Colorado: B.A., Environmental Conservation, Environmental Population and Organismic Biology (Minor), and Dean College: A.A., Building Construction. Russell has worked extensively on the reclamation of wetlands and waterways impacted by agricultural practices as well as the restoration of urban streams. He excels in revegetation design that maximizes ecological balance and long-term success. 
Emily Steel currently leads Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory’s Wetlands Monitoring and Evaluation Project, a comprehensive statewide monitoring effort on wetlands protected through the Colorado Wetlands Program.  Emily received her MS from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 2004, where she studied wetland ecology and ecological restoration. Her master’s research focused on a 10-year assessment of wetlands restored through the Natural Resources Conservation Service’s Wetlands Reserve Program in Wisconsin. While in graduate school Emily worked for a land trust where she helped plan and conduct wetland and prairie restorations, and stewarded preserve lands in Wisconsin and Iowa. Emily has over 5 years of professional experience including wetland restoration planning, assessment, and delineation working in wetland systems in the northeast, midwest, and now the west.  

Brian D Sullivan is the Biological Team Leader/Science Coordinator with the Playa Lakes Joint Venture, a bird conservation partnership working in 6 states in the Southern Great Plains.  He coordinates biological planning, monitoring, evaluation and research activities, including wetlands mapping and status/trends assessment.  Previously he worked as a self-employed consultant, publisher, and freelance author, and in waterfowl management and research positions in Texas, Missouri, and Wisconsin.  A native of southwest Minnesota, Brian holds degrees from the University of Minnesota - Duluth and Iowa State University.

Richard Sumner is the Regional Liaison for EPA's National Wetlands Program. He works at EPA's “Ecology” Laboratory in Corvallis, Oregon on behalf of the ten EPA Regional Offices and for the Agency's Office of Water.  Rich spent 11 years in Philadelphia and Anchorage managing wetlands regulatory issues and NEPA/EIS related projects. For the last 17 years he has worked from Corvallis to expand the role that science plays in wetlands and watershed management at all levels of government. This technology transfer is accomplished through the production of EPA-sponsored collaborative science projects, including wetland monitoring and assessment activity. He holds college degrees in geology and environmental science.

Jack Tidwell is a Manager of Environment and Development at the North Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG).  He is a graduate of Texas A&M University with B.S. degree in Bioenvironmental Science and a M.U.P. in Urban and Regional Planning.  Since starting at NCTCOG, Jack’s work has centered on watershed/ floodplain management issues and community development.  Other professional interests of Jack include environmental policy and land use law

Robert B. Tiedemann is a nationally recognized ecologist and a consultant to public, private, and non-governmental organization projects throughout the West.  He distinguishably served the Idaho Transportation Department as their senior ecologist from 1978 to 1991 and is one of the founders and a principal of Ecological Design, Inc.  Rob is a Certified Professional Wetland Scientist (CPWS), Certified Wetland Delineator (CWD), Certified Fisheries Scientist (CFS), and Certified Wildlife Biologist (CWB).  He served as chairperson for the National Academy of Science - Transportation Research Board committee for investigating the use of remote sensing and other technologies for the identification and classification of wetlands. His work has been recognized by the Federal Highway Administration, Idaho Division Office with their Environmental Excellence Award (March 1997).  He has been featured in the Idaho Public Television production Idaho Outdoors.


Rob is one of the principal authors of the Boise River System Ordinance, a past member of the Boise River 2000 Advisory Council, and a contributor to the comprehensive plans of the cities of Boise and Eagle.  He most recently was a selected member of the faculty for the Lorman Educational Services professional seminar titled, Navigating Federal and State Laws Regulating Development in Rivers, Riparian Areas, and Wetlands in Idaho and guest lectured to University of Idaho Urban Research Design Center architectural students on the ecological values of wildlife corridors and methods of restoring them in urban environments.


Rob's efforts to develop and use wetland banks as a mitigation alternative earned him the 1990 US Environmental Protection Agency / Environmental Law Institute - National Wetlands Newsletter annual award for outstanding individual contribution to wetland conservation. Rob is the principal author of the Idaho Interagency Wetland Banking Agreement (1985) and the State of Washington Wetland Compensation Bank Program Memorandum of Agreement (1988).

Rob is one of the founding members of the board of directors and past secretary/treasurer of the Land Trust of the Treasure Valley, and a past president of the East End Neighborhood Association, one of Boise's two oldest associations.

Rob has conducted original research on the Boise River for the past twenty years and authored papers describing the genesis and composition of the black cottonwood forest, its response to changes in natural hydrology, and methods of creating and restoring the black cottonwood forest community.  He is a Ph.D. Candidate in wetland ecology at Rutgers University.

James Wakeley is a wildlife biologist and has worked for the US Army Engineer Research and Development Center (formerly called the Waterways Experiment Station) for nearly 20 years, following 10 years on the wildlife science faculty of Penn State University.  His work for the Corps of Engineers includes teaching, doing research, and developing training materials concerning wetland identification and delineation for Clean Water Act regulatory purposes.  He is currently leading a nationwide effort to develop regionalized wetland delineation guidance under the Corps' 1987 wetland delineation manual.
Les Wetter has a Masters degree in Soil Science, a Bachelors degree in Agronomy, a technical degree in Agricultural Engineering and a Bachelor of Arts in History and Political Science. He has worked as a farmer, a seismic surveyor, an agricultural equipment block man, a researcher at Agriculture Canada and an extension specialist with Alberta Agriculture. Les Wetter has worked in various capacities for Ducks Unlimited Canada for 15 years on issues surrounding land use. At present he directs Ducks Unlimited Canada provincial efforts regarding government affairs. In this role he liaises with DUC staff, directors, volunteers and outside agencies on government and industry-related issues. Currently he represents Ducks Unlimited Canada in consultations to establish a wetland policy in Alberta.

Scott Woods is a watershed scientist with nine years of training and experience in the study, management and restoration of wetlands and riparian areas throughout the Rocky Mountain region. His M.S. and Ph.D. research focused on the ecohydrology of subalpine riparian wetlands in the upper headwaters of the Colorado River in Rocky Mountain National Park. While studying for his Ph.D., Scott worked as a consultant on numerous wetland and riparian research and restoration projects in Colorado and New Mexico. His restoration work focused on high and low elevation riparian systems, as well as peatlands and prairie wetlands. After graduating in 2001, Scott took up an appointment as an assistant professor of watershed science at the University of Montana in Missoula. At UM, he teaches classes in riparian and wetland ecology, watershed hydrology, soil science and watershed management. His research continues to maintain a strong focus on the hydrology of Rocky Mountain wetland and riparian areas. Current research topics include determining maintenance flows for riparian vegetation along forest streams in the Northern Rockies, and the importance of shallow subsurface hydrologic connectivity for maintaining intermontane pothole wetlands. Although now based in Montana, Scott has maintained strong working relationships with wetland colleagues at Colorado State University, the USDA Forest Service Stream Team and the Rocky Mountain Research Station. He has been a SWS member since 1996, and he is a member of the American Geophysical Union, the Soil and Water Conservation Society, and the Montana Chapter of the American Water Resources Association.     
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