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Getting Started 

Access	the	“Montana	Volunteer	Water	Monitoring	Database”	
• Google “Montana Volunteer Water Monitoring Database,” OR 
• Type “http://mtwatercourse.org/vwm/” into your browser, OR 
• Go to “mtwatercourse.org” choose the “water monitoring tab” click “here” next to  
 the interactive water monitoring database 

Create	a	New	Monitoring	Project	OR	Join	an	existing	monitoring	project	
• On the left-hand side of the page, click on “click here” next to “want to join?”  

 

 
 
  



3 | P a g e  
 

Create	a	new	monitoring	project		
 

 
•  At the bottom of the page, click on “email admin.”  
• Your email should open a blank email to “nehasil@montana.edu” If not,  
 send an email to “nehasil@montana.edu.”  
• In the subject line write “MTVWM access,” and include your name and  
 contact information in the body of the email. 
• You should recieive a return email within 3-5 business days with your  

username and password. Follow the directions in the email to create your new  
monitoring project. 
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Join	an	exisiting	monitoring	project	

 
• Click on “select” next to the project you would like to join.  
 

 
• Click on the email address of the project administrator 
• Your email should open a blank email to the project administrator. 
• In the subject line write “MTVWM access,” and include your name and  
 contact information in the body of the email. 
• You should receive a return email within 3-5 business days with access  
 information. Follow the directions in the email to access your site.
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Entering	Data	

Basic	Data	Entry	
• This database works best with a Firefox browser 

 
• Under “Submit Data”  Click “Basic”  

 

 
• Log in by entering  Username: [provided by admin] Password:  [provided by 

admin] and click the “login” box 
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• Click “BASIC DATA” to begin entering data 

 
 

 
 

• Step 2: Choose your project from the drop down box 
• Step 3: Choose your station from the drop down box OR choose “CLICK HERE” 

to create a new station 
• Step 4: Click the “submit” key 
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• Enter the “Date” M/DD/YYYY,  
• Enter the “Time” (in military time) the sample was taken  
• Enter the “Time Zone” MDT = Winter months (daylight savings)   

MST= Summer months (standard time) 
• Enter any “Comments” about the sample  
• Click “Submit” 

 
 
 

  



8 | P a g e  
 

 

 
 

• Enter the “VALUE” and “METHOD for each “PARAMETER.” 
• For example, for “specific cond (uS/cm): Enter the specific conductivity (EC 

value from your datasheet).  In the “Method” drop down box, choose “PROBE.”  
** Remember to convert mS/cm to µS/cm by multiplying the mS/cm value by 
1000 ** 

• Click “Submit” 
 

 
• Your data has been submitted successfully! Take a moment to review the entry 

and make sure it is correct. At this page you can “Edit” your entry if you made a 
mistake or “Delete” the entry if you need to start over.   

• To enter data from a different day or for a different site, click “click here.” This 
will bring you back to the “submit data” process on page 6 of this document. 

 



9 | P a g e  
 

Create	a	New	Station	

 
• Step 3: choose “CLICK HERE” to create a new station 
• Follow the step-by-step instructions to create a new station 
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Viewing	Data	
 

 
• On the homepage, click “Browse” in the upper right hand corner 

 

 
• You can browse by Project Name, Station, or Field Results 
• For Example: Search by “Station.”  This will bring up a list of every station in the 

database.  They are listed in alphabetical order.  Choose the desired site. 
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• This page displays the site information, an aerial image, and all of the data points 

that have been entered.  You can view the data in the table provided or you can 
graph the data. 

 

 
• For Example: To graph the data choose “Bar” under “One parameter.” 
• You can choose data to compare one site on different days (one parameter or two 

parameters), or two sites on the same day (two stations) 
  

Graphing 
Options 
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• Enter the date range you are interested in and choose a parameter 

 
 

 
• This will display your data in a graph (bar graph shown here) 
 


